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Editorials
A regional rejoinder - on BJP's
challenges in Karnataka

F

or the Karnataka unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party, new threats
are opening old weaknesses. While the ruling Congress remains
its principal opposition, the Hindu nationalist party is becoming
the target of regional, linguistic and casteist groups that are resisting any
assimilation into a wider, homogenous Hindu religious identity.
Whether the issue is the adoption of a Karnataka State flag, the
resistance to use of Hindi in public spaces, or the assertion of the
Lingayat caste identity in opposition to a Hindu religious identity, it is
the BJP that is feeling the heat more than the Congress. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah worked the flag issue to his own advantage, fanning
regional sentiments, and painting the BJP as an overbearing nationalist
party that gives no room for regional variations. Indeed, the Congress,
which is desperate to reinvent itself to stay politically relevant, appears
bent on occupying the political space of a regional party in Karnataka.
The growing resentment against the use of Hindi in public spaces such
as metro rail stations is now directed at the BJP-ruled Centre. The BJP’s
vote bank could now be torn asunder by the demand among sections of
the Lingayat community for being considered a separate religious
grouping. Its chief ministerial candidate, B.S. Yeddyurappa, relies
heavily on the Lingayat vote bank, and any dent will tell on the
winnability of the party. The Hindi-Hindu combination might work well
for the BJP in the northern States, but in the south there is a risk of it
turning out to be a big drag.
Of course, Mr. Siddaramaiah, under some pressure from the national
leadership of his party, did not go the full distance on the flag issue, and
instead referred it to a panel to decide on its legal sanctity. As a national
party the Congress has its limitations in taking on the BJP in this manner,
but at this point of time Mr. Siddaramaiah seems prepared to use any
weapon in his battle to best the BJP. As a result, the Congress
government has taken hold of the debate, pushing the BJP on the
defensive. Viewing as it does all strains of subnationalism with
suspicion as variants of anti-nationalism, the BJP seems to have
conceded some ground on this issue. At the same time, the Congress
cannot press the advantage beyond a point. The language issue is tied up
with several other subjects relating to Karnataka’s rights and its disputes
with neighbouring States. Indeed, it is a mask for all sorts of socioeconomic grievances and a ready mode of political mobilisation. As
Karnataka prepares for an Assembly election next year, the BJP can only
hope that struggles on the basis of regional, linguistic and casteist
identities do not coalesce into a movement that subverts its Hindu-Hindi
platform. And with it the party’s political fortunes.

Diversity is what makes Indiaunique, says
President Kovind
New Delhi: Ram Nath Kovind was
sworn in as India’s14th President in an
impressive ceremony in Parliament’s
Central Hall on Tuesday, marking a
change of guard that is significant in
political terms as he became the first
BJP leader to assume the highest
constitutional office.
The swearing-in was also the first
occasion for Kovind to make a speech
in which he underlined diversity as the
key to India’s success. “Our diversity
is the core that makes us so unique. In
this land, we find a mix of states and
regions, religions, languages,
cultures, lifestyles and much more. We
are so different and yet so similar and
united,” he said.

AHMEDABAD/JAIPUR: Worsening
floods killed at least 14 people in
Gujarat and Rajasthan, where
rescuers raced to reach people stuck
on rooftops and trees as heavy rain
continued on Tuesday.
The rains in the two state coincided
with similar conditions in other
parts of the country, flooding
pockets of Odisha, Jharkhand and
Bihar.
Authorities in Bhubaneswar said
the state was on alert after the
water levels of three of its key rivers
breached the danger mark.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inspected the devastation in
Gujarat, flying over towns and
villages in the worst-hit northern
d i s t r i c t s o n T u e s d a y. H e
announced a ~500-crore relief
package, and ~2 lakh payout to the
families of those killed.
Teams from the National Disaster
Response Force and the Indian
military used boats and helicopters,
shifting some 50,000 people to safety

It’s a shark... It’s a
whale... It’s a catfish, weighing an
India’s railway network carries millions of people every day, estimated 125kg and caught illegally in
the Ramganga river
linking the remotest destinations. Yet, in a fast-growing near Corbett national
country with rising ambitions, the system is caught in a time warp, park in Uttarakhand.
But the freshwater
unable to scale up its services to global standards and hobbled by
monster, probably the
inefficient management. Although the rot in passenger services has been biggest catfish ever
repeatedly identified, it has only grown worse. The report of found in Himalayan
rivers, became dinner
theComptroller and Auditor General on catering services for the year before it could be
ended March 2016 provides further evidence that little has changed in weighed on a certified
the system: food unsuitable for human consumption, contaminated and scale and measured.
Wildlife officials came
recycled items, packaged articles past their use-by date, and to know of Monday’s
unauthorised items are sold on trains, all endangering the health of catch after watching
videos and photos of
passengers. Such gross violations are all the more glaring because the
the fish tethered to a
administration has instituted a mechanism to penalise agencies such as bamboo pole with a
the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation and invites thick plastic rope and
hauled by two men on
passengers to file complaints. Evidently, instances such as a Rs.1 lakh their shoulders in
fine levied on the IRCTC for the presence of a cockroach in food A l m o r a d i s t r i c t ’ s
Manila village.
supplied on the Kolkata Rajdhani Express three years ago have not
“The fish could not be
resulted in any significant reform. Nor has private sector participation in w e i g h e d a s t h e
food supply provided a panacea for the problems linked to departmental villagers ate it. Based
o n p e o p l e ’ s
catering. It is unlikely, therefore, that the recently unveiled catering
description, we think
policy will make a big difference unless the process of identifying it will be around
caterers, fixing prices, and ensuring quality control is transparent and is 1 2 5 k g , ” A l m o r a
divisional forest
monitored by external auditors. Independent oversight can potentially officer SR Prajapati
improve other aspects of service as well, such as the quality and said.
That’s heavier than the ubiquitous
maintenance of linen, which the CAG has found to be shockingly
100cc motorcycles in India and twice
substandard.
the weight of its species: Himalayan
The NDA government began its tenure with a focus on modernising catfishes of the Asian genus, bagarius
bagrius, which grow up to 70 kilos.
India’s creaking railways, and several major announcements have been “The weight of the fish is unusual,” said
made, including the setting up of a long-pending Rail Development JA Johnson of the Wildlife Institute of
Authority to recommend tariffs and set standards. In the area of India in Dehradun.
“Locally known as goonch, the species
passenger services, any reform has to contend with the ‘open access’ lives in large pools and is a carnivore.

unlicensed vendors who sell food, water and other goods. Given the
need for employment, it would be pragmatic to broaden the network and
enrol more local distributors of certified articles, while implementing
the core idea of the IRCTC running modern base kitchens. Audit
findings of contractors on railway premises overcharging users and
selling packaged food items at prices inflated over the open market are
serious, and require immediate resolution. The experience with
different models of service on trains in India merits a comparison with
France, where unhappy passengers on the popular, high-speed TGV
trains wanted public sector catering back a few years ago. Now that the
CAG has given an exhaustive critique, it is imperative that the Railway
Ministry brings about a visible change through its proposed reforms.
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in Gujarat on Monday and Tuesday.
“Everything possible will be done to
help the farmers, who suffer
immensely due to floods… While

Before the aerial survey, Modi took
stock of the situation at a high-level
meeting attended by chief minister
Vijay Rupani, his cabinet colleagues

18 inches of rainfall between Monday
and Tuesday morning. Heavy rains
are likely in the next 48 hours, weather
officials warned.
Seven lakh food packets have been
distributed in affected villages using
IAF choppers, since more than 370
roads, including six National
Highways and 20 State Highways,
remained inundated across the state.
In Rajasthan’s Jalore district, seven
people who spent the night on a tree to
escape rising waters were airlifted on
Tuesday. Bad weather and low clouds
thwarted four attempts to rescue them
by choppers on Monday.
The country’s northeastern regions,
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, had
earlier this month reeled under heavy
flooding due to monsoon rains.
The Assam government has sought
an interim assistance of Rs 2,939
crore from the central government to
reviewing the situation, I could see the and state officials in Ahmedabad.
deal with destruction caused by
Government of Gujarat responded to Banaskantha and Patan, which are floods.
the flood situation quite swiftly,” the otherwise prone to drought, were hit
PM tweeted.
the worst after being lashed with 15 to

125kg catfish netted in Uttarakhand’s Ramganga

mong the most affordable transport systems in the world,

character of rail travel in the country, since coaches are open to
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Gujarat, Rajasthan reel under flood fury, 14
dead in 24 hours

For a hygienic track - CAG report on Railways HALDWANI:

A

At the end of the ceremony, a
handful of BJP MPs raised
slogans of “Bharat Mata ki jai”
and “Jai Shri Ram” to greet the
installation of a leader from the
saffron ranks as President. The
slogans could be heard faintly
as invitees rose to file out of
Central Hall.
Kovind left for Rashtrapati
Bhavan with predecessor
Pranab Mukherjee after
receiving a 21-gun salute.
Muksalute. Mukherjee reached
his new residence at 10 Rajaji
Marg later
in the day, where he was
received by minister of state for

During monsoon, it migrates upstream fingers into its nostrils.
powerful beast was captured as it is
to spawn.”
A hardy creature, it probably would known to attack humans in water.
It was a feast for the eyes as villagers have survived had it been released in According to biologist Anup Sah, a
member of the
Uttarakhand Wildlife
Boa rd, fi shi ng i s
prohibited in the
Ramganga but the
river faces rampant
poaching.
“The government
must give angling
licences so that the
species can be
conserved and help
local communities
earn revenue at the
same time,” he
suggested.
In recreational
angling, enthusiasts
are allowed to catch
fish for a fee with a rod
and line.
But the fish is
released after it’s
weighed, measured
and photographed.
The catfish plays a
pivotal role in the
R a m g a n g a
ecosystem, the lifeline
of Corbett. But its
population has
took selfies and videos of the giant and the river.
declined because of selective
uploaded them on social media. These Amusement over, the fish went to the harvesting, habitat loss and manmade
were shared extensively and soon saucer. But based on the videos, four barriers such as dams.
enough reached the cell phones of p e o p l e w e r e c h a r g e d w i t h T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n f o r
wildlife enthusiasts, experts and unauthorised fishing in the river. They Conservation of Nature has put this
officials.
are said to be on the run.
“near-threatened” species on its red
Close-ups of the fish’s large, bony Almora district magistrate Savin list.
head with moustache-like barbells Bansal said: “We will take action on the “This omnivorous fish can grow up to
more than a foot long show it gasping basis of the fisheries inspector’s two metres and weigh up to 100kg.
for air and wriggling. Another clip report.”
This fish can adapt to mountain
shows a villager trying to poke his It couldn’t be established how the streams as it has a corrugated belly.

Tomato prices rise as rain cuts supply
NEW DELHI: The intermittent showers that have lashed the city this monsoon
season have sent tomato prices soaring.
Prices of this kitchen essential have risen to about ₹ 100 per kg in the national
capital as supplies from major tomato growing states have been disrupted due
to heavy rains.
According to the Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee, about 188 quintals
of tomatoes have arrived at the Azadpur Wholesale market, which is being sold
at up to Rs 64 per kilogram. On Tuesday, Keshopur market received 1,260.6
quintals of tomatoes, which are being sold at up to Rs 76 per kilo. The Shahdara
market received 712.25 quintals that was sold at around Rs 45 per kg.
Rajender Sharma, the chairman of Azadpur Mandi, said that the prices have
risen recently because of a shortage in supply. “This year, we have had very
Safdarjung observatory, figure of which is considered for the city.
On Wednesday, too, a generally cloudy sky is expected and light
rain/thundershowers are likely to occur. The maximum and
minimum temperatures would be about 33 and 27 degree Celsius
respectively.
According to him, heavy rain is predicted from Friday night and
Delhi will see another wet weekend.
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little stock come in compared to previous years. Most of the tomatoes usually
come in from Himachal Pradesh during this time of the year but because of
weather conditions, the harvests have not been as good, and we have not had
as many tomatoes actually hit the market,” said Sharma.
In addition to Himachal Pradesh, Delhi gets tomatoes from Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka, according to Sharma.
With wholesale rates touching Rs 75 a kilo, by the time the consumer buys it at
retail prices, the rates skyrocket even further. Local vendors are selling
tomatoes at Rs 80-100/kg depending on the quality.
A relief in tomato prices looks unlikely with rains predicted to continue for some
more time.
Till 8.30am on Tuesday, 3.3 mm rain was recorded in the last 24 hours at
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