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Phase-II of surgery begins to separate Odisha GPS tracker to give away lazy policemen
twins joined at the head
The AIIMS doctors on Wednesday
took up the second phase of surgery
to separate the conjoined Odisha
twins Jagga and Balia. It started
around 9am, and doctors said the
surgery could take more than 24
hours in total.
“The twins were taken to the
operation theatre at 5.45am.
Surgery began at around 9am,“ said
a doctor, adding that one of the
twins developed a cardiac issue
during the procedure, due to which
cardiac anaesthesia team had to be
called in during the procedure.
The first phase of surgery was done
on August 28. It involved creating a
venous bypass to separate the
veins shared by the babies that
return blood to the heart from the
brain. In the second phase, doctors
are attempting to separate the
heads and, if possible, close the

skin.
Twins joined at the head are very
rare, occurring once in 25 million
live births, which is roughly the total
number of births in India each year,
neurosurgeons said.
Approximately four in 10 such twins
are dead at birth and an additional
three die within 24 hours. Since
1952, only about 50 attempts have
been made to separate such twins
across the world, with the success
rate below 25%.
In the case of Jagga and Baliya, the
doctors added, they are trying to
save both children but even if they
manage to save one, it will a great
success.
Specialists involved in the surgery
include Dr A K Mahapatra, Dr
Deepak Gupta, Dr Manish Singhal
and Dr Girija Rath among
others.Earlier in August, aJapanese

expert was also flown in to assist in
the first phase of surgical separation
of the twins.
The twins, born to Bhuiyan and
Pushpa, farmers from Odisha's
Kandhamal district, were referred to
AIIMS in July . Multiple MRIs and
angiograms were done to examine
their brain structure before taking up
the surgery .
At least one other pair of twins
joined at the head is surviving
without surgery in India. Sisters
Saba and Farah from Patna are 20
years old.They were not operated
upon because of the risks involved.
However, in a recent case of
successful surgical separation,
surgeons at Montefiore hospital in
New York separated 13-month-old
twins joined at the head.

Barapullah: PWD secy `delayed' work
The Dialogue and Development
Commission (DDC) of the Delhi
government has blamed PWD
principal secretary Ashwani Kumar
for the delay in construction of
Barapullah Phase III. Chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal had asked the
commission for a report on the delay
. The project, which was initially
scheduled to be completed in
October this year, has been hanging
fire for the past two
years due to delay
in acquisition of 8.5
acres of land in the
Y a m u n a
floodplains.
The report, which
was submitted to
the CM on Tuesday
, blames Kumar for
the delay due to his
“inability to take
clear and firm
d e c i s i o n s “
r e g a r d i n g
acquisition of land.
In the 14-page
report, DDC vicechairman Ashish
Khetan has said the
process got delayed since Kumar
kept insisting that land acquisition
under the NHAI Act should be
explored.This is despite the
highways authority conveying that
this was not possible. The file kept
shuttling between various
departments with no concrete
decision being taken for nearly two
years observes the report.
While it takes note of the delay on
part of the land and building and
finance departments, it says that the
“primary responsibility for ensuring
desired outcomes rested with the
PWD“ and holds Kumar
responsible. “For full one year, the
land acquisition file kept doing a
merry-go-round (sic) with Mr Kumar
oscillating between the options of
acquiring land through NHAI, DDA

and L&B,“ the report stated.
“It was an attempt to cut short the
lengthy acquisition process under
the Land Acquisition Act. But we
dropped the idea after NHAI said it
was not possible.“
The report accuses Kumar of not
pursuing direct purchase of land, as
suggested by his predecessor,
Chetan Sanghi.Referring to an
order issued by Kumar on July 14,

2017 stating that the rate of
purchase “should not exceed Rs
35.2 per acre“, the report said:
“Kumar knowingly offered such
terms of purchase that he knew
have almost no chance of being
acceptable to the farmers...if land
has to be purchased through
negotiations, the entire process
would be stillborn if a seemingly
unacceptable rate is set prior to any
negotiations.“ Rebutting the
findings, Kumar said the direct
purchase option was explored but
the rate quoted by farmers was
found to be “unrealistic“. “Why are
they pushing for direct purchase of
land when the farmers are
demanding Rs 7 crore per acre?
What is the vested interest,“ he
asked. Officials say that unlike

Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, the
Delhi government doesn't have a
direct purchase policy. “It was the
finance department which had
recommended that we should
acquire the land under the new land
acquisition act and the chief
secretary and LG had agreed to it,“
said Kumar.
It is important to point out that the
PWD had requested the land and
building department to
acquire land for the
project in July-August
2015.Pointing at the
inaction of L&B
department, DDC said,
“It is difficult to fathom
w h y t h e L & B
department didn't
initiate SIA (social
impact assessment) in
July-August 2015.“ The
government notified
the agencies for
carrying out the SIA
survey , as mandated
under the new Land
A c q u i s i t i o n ,
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act,
2013, only last month.
“The report shows that they are
completely ignorant about the land
acquisition process, administrative
decision-making and financial
propriety ,“ said Kumar.
The report holds Kumar responsible
for exposing the “public exchequer
to substantial losses on account of
escalation in project
cost“.Recommending that
appropriate action be taken, the
report states: “Ashwani Kumar has
apparently failed on several counts.
It can thus be surmised that given
his manner of functioning, lack of
competence and absence of
commitment, public interest is
unlikely to be served so long as he
continues in his present
assignment.“

Remains of 150-million-yr-old marine
reptile found in Kutch
For the first time in the fossil history
of India, the remains of a 150
million-year-old marine reptile were
discovered in Kutch in Gujarat by a
team of Indian and German
scientists. The discovery of the 5.5metre reptile is expected to provide
some insights into
the diversity and
evolution of marine
reptiles in the Indian
subcontinent. Until
now, no Jurassic
era ichthyosaur
fossils have been
reported found in
India.
The fossil was
chanced upon
during routine
exploration in the
Kutch region and
the excavation of
the skeleton took
over 1,500 manhours. The specimen is complete
except for the posterior part of the
skull, hind fins and posterior tail
bones.Ichthyosaurs were large
reptiles that resembled sharks and
whales in their body shape and
formed an important component of
vertebrate life in the seas between
250 and 90 million years ago, at a
time dinosaurs were ruling the land

and pterosaurs the air.
Based on a morphological study of
snout, forefins, tail and vertebrae,
the 152 million-year-old skeleton is
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e
Ophthalmosauridae, a family of ich
thyosaurs that lived in the oceans

between 165 million and 90 million
years ago.
The discovery by the team led by
Professor Guntupalli V R Prasad of
Delhi University's department of
geology is detailed in a paper titled
`Discovery of the First Ichthyosaur
from the Jurassic of India:
Implications for Gondwana
Palaeobiogeography' published in

150 weavers to take
part in three-day
NE festival
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the latest issue of PLOS ONE.
Members of the team included
Professor D K Pandey of Manipal
University , India, Dr Matthias
Alberti of Institut für
Geowissenschaften, ChristianAlbrechts-Universität zu Berlin,
Germany , Professor Franz T
Fürsich, GeoZentrum
Nordbayern, FriedrichA l e x a n d e r UniversitätErlangenNurnberg, Germany , and
Professor Mahesh G
Thakkar and Gaurav
Chauhan of Kachchh
University's department of
earth and environmental
sciences.
“The new find is very
important because it is the
first fossil ichthyosaur from
the Jurassic rocks of India
and is expected to provide
insights into the diversity and
evolution of marine reptiles in the
Indian subcontinent and the former
Gondwanaland,“ said Prasad. Prior
to the present find, such fossils
were known only from a few
fragmentary and isolated remains
(vertebrae and teeth) reported from
100 million-year-old rocks of the
Cauvery basin in south India.

With more food, music and handicrafts, the annual three-day
Northeast Festival in the city gets bigger this year. The fifthedition of the festival will commence on November 3 and will
showcase the diversity of the region, its culture and tradition.
Over 150 weavers will present their creation along with 30 food
stalls dishing out delicacies of the Northeast. For citizens of
Delhi, they will be a rock band competition and a football
tournament with top colleges from the city taking part in it.
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Gone are the days when cops used
to have excuses to bunk patrolling.
In south and southeast Delhi, senior
officers are monitoring
the movement of the
vehicles of patrol cops
through a GPS tracker.
The technology shows
the number of active
vehicles in an area. A
big advantage of the
system is that
additional cops can be
sent to a spot in
response to a PCR
call, after finding the
location on the map.
The technology ,
designed by an
internal team of Delhi
Police, is a software
based on android and iPhone
operating system. In order to
monitor the patrol vehicles, senior
officers have to download the
software on their phone and the
GPS tracker will show the location
of the vehicle, similar to the way it
shows on app based taxi services. It
would also make the police vehicles
theft proof.
The software has been put to use at
Nizamuddin police station on a pilot

basis.Senior officers say that the p o l i c e m e n w h o h a v e b e e n
patrol vehicles, including the deployed to control street crimes.
motorcycles, have been fitted with Since all movement is visible to all
senior officers, unnecessary
enquiries about the positions
of the vehicles can be done
away with,“ said DCP
(southeast) Romil Baaniya.
Police officers say that so far
10 vehicles have been
installed with the device,
which would eventually be put
up on other vehicles in the
district as well. The
department would install the
GPS devices on all police
vehicles patrolling the city
eventually .
Baaniya said that the trackers
would also be installed at the
control rooms of the district.
the GPS device that is connected to and in case of an emergency the
the vehi cle's battery. It even shows senior officers can direct the nearby
if the patrol vehicles have their vehicles to a spot along with the
ignitions switched off or on.
PCR teams. “This will reduce the
The moment the driver switches on reaction time of the cops. The idea
the ignition, the device becomes is to keep a track on where the
active. The speed of the vehicle, the assets are,“ he says.
location or whether the occupants The pilot project would soon be
are idling, everything can be initiated at Lutyens Delhi and south
monitored.
Delhi
“The plan was initiated to bring in
accountability for the ground-level

Lack of infra on South Campus makes
these students dependent
Shorya Sood is a 21-year-old
student completing his masters in
political science from Delhi
University . He has cerebral palsy ,
making him 80% disabled and
wheelchairbound. This means, if he
has to go up a flight of stairs or
to the classrooms, his friends
have to pick him up, along with
his bulky wheelchair. Lack of
accessibility, he claims, is a
problem for disabled students
like him on South Campus,
who are being forced to
depend on others for mobility .
Sood stays in Dwarka and it
takes him 45 minutes to reach
his class on the campus.He
did his undergraduation from
DU and started his master's in
September. “I use the metro to
commute without any assistance
from anybody , all the way to the
university .But once I get there, I
need my friends to take me to my
classes,“ said the student.
His classes take place on a raised
area, which he calls the first floor.
The canteen, library and space for

extra classes is on what he calls the
ground floor. Only a few steps
separate him and his classes, but it
is a big hurdle for the student, who
is stranded in his class if not
assisted to move down the stairs.

He needs four people to pick him up
with his wheel chair to cross the
stairs.
“There are times when the classes
get delayed or cancelled. When
that happens, everybody either
goes to the canteen or the library .
But I am trapped. We really need a
ramp here for wheelchair-bound

students,“ he said.
Other students with disabi lities use
crutches to go up and down the
stairs, sometimes with assistance.
“I have written to all authorities
asking for a ramp to make mobility
easier. But nobody has ever
responded,“ he complained.
H o w e v e r, d e a n o f e q u a l
opportunities cell Bipin Tiwari said
he had spoken to Sood around 10
days ago and brought engineers to
the solve the issue in his presence.
“We explored the possibility of
putting up a wooden plank, but
decided a cemented ramp will be
more feasible. It will take us at least
a month to get that done. There are
about six steps between the ground
and first floor. In the meantime, we
are considering moving his classes
to the ground floor,“ said Tiwari.
Sood now goes to North campus for
his classes. It takes him 2 hours to
commute.“By the time I am home, I
am too tired to study . But I would
rather come here than go to South
Campus and be dependent on the
goodwill of my friends,“ he said.

2,000 investors, Rs 800cr paid, not a brick laid
Eight years ago, a large residentialcum-commercial project, the kind
that have sprung up across
Gurgaon and other parts of NCR
over the years, was launched in
Manesar. It got nearly 2,000
buyers, who saw their investments
taking concrete shapes on a 104acre plot. But today , the barren plot
is all they have to look at.
The project, Aditya Niketan, never
took off. Collectively, the investors
say they have paid a whopping Rs
800 crore to the developer, ABW
infrastructure Ltd. And they are
worried their money will sink
because the plot is mired in
litigations, a CBI probe into deals
for the land is on, and an RTI reply

has informed them the developer
did not acquire approvals or licence
for the project.
ABW Manesar Allottee Welfare
Society , the association of buyers,
claimed 1,974 allottees had paid
Rs 800 crore as well as Rs 45 crore
as external and internal
development charges to the
Haryana government through the
developer for ABW Aditya Niketan,
the township was to come up in
Sector M1.
Three FIRs have, meanwhile, been
filed against the developer, two by
homebuyers and one by the
department of town and country
planning (DTCP), in 2016. But
these have failed to provide any

relief to the buyers till now. The
developer could not be reached for
comment.
“At the time of booking, the
developer assured us they had all
necessary approvals from the
government and the land for the
township had been legally
acquired,“ said Naresh Jindal, who
represents the buyers' association.
Years after making the booking,
buyers say they came to know
through an RTI the developer did
not have required approvals for zo
ning and building a shopping mall
inside ABW Aditya Niketan and the
licence to develop the township
had expired in 2009.

Poachers opt for new methods
to trap endangered Chinkaras
JAIPUR:The chinkara or the Indian gazelle
continues to be poached in Rajasthan for meat
mainly by the Bawariya community allegedly at
the behest of wealthy locals, mostly Rajputs.
A dozen of them have been hunted so far in 2017
in Bikaner district. Jodhpur and Jaisalmer each
register about six to ten cases of chinkara
poaching every year, according to data from
wildlife department but activists allege that the
actual numbers are twice or thrice than those
reported.
The poaching goes on despite the chinkara’s
status as an endangered animal with highest
protection under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.
Surprisingly, poaching is rampant in a region with
a large population of Bishnoi community, which
zealously protects animals and trees, and despite
the Bishnois brutally assaulting hunters when
they are caught.
The poachers, who usually hunt at night, have
resorted to other means of hunting as gunshots
alert villagers, says Rampal Bishnoi, a
conservationist from Jodhpur. “They place a tape
recorder playing the sound of a chinkara fawn and
hide nearby,” says Rampal.
When the chinkaras come, the poachers emerge
from the hiding and strike at the legs of the animal
with sticks, crippling one or two, who are then
beaten to death.
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