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Editorials
The Unchahar tragedy points to an
unforgivably lax safety protocol

T

he boiler explosion at NTPC’s Unchahar power plant in Rae
Bareli underscores the importance of inspections and
protocols for hazardous industrial operations. It has cost at
least 32 lives and caused severe injuries to scores of personnel. High
pressure boilers are hazardous pieces of equipment, which are strictly
regulated with special laws. In fact, the basic objective of the Indian
Boilers Act, 1923 is to ensure the safety of life and protection of
property by mandating uniform standards in the quality and upkeep of
these units. That the Uttar Pradesh government failed miserably in
meeting this objective is evident from the accident at the public sector
facility. Quite clearly, the accident was entirely preventable because
boilers are designed to provide warnings as soon as dangerous pressure
builds up and trigger automatic safety devices at a critical point. They
should undergo periodic inspections to ensure that all these features are
working and intact. At the Unchahar plant, the blocking of an outlet for
waste gases by ash, unusual in a fairly new boiler, calls for an inquiry
into the quality of the equipment and the fuel used. Ideally, these aspects
should be investigated by an external agency and not the NTPC.
Industrial regulation has, unfortunately, come to be viewed as a barrier
to ease of doing business in India. This is a result of inefficiency and
corruption and the typical response of governments has been to relax
crucial safety checks. Self-certification and third-party certification of
facilities has received support from policymakers even in the case of
boilers. Soon after assuming office, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
likened maintenance of boilers to that of a privately owned car, where
owners should be trusted to do their best because they understand the
need for safety in its operation. But the two are not comparable. The
Unchahar accident shows it is in everyone’s interest to have a
transparent regulatory mechanism for hazardous industrial activity. The
safety and welfare of workers and the public at large cannot be
compromised. A rigorous approach to accident reporting must become
part of the process if the weak spots in regulation are to be addressed.
National Crime Records Bureau data provide insights into casualties
caused by industrial boiler and gas cylinder explosions — there were 61
deaths in 2015 — and the rise in the number of accidents over the
previous year points to the need for strict enforcement of safety
protocols. The loss suffered by families of workers due to an accident
that could have been averted cannot be compensated just financially. It
must be the Centre’s endeavour to see that measures taken to make it
easy to do business do not translate into lack of regulation, and putting
lives at risk. Administrative reform can eliminate the corruption of
inspector raj and achieve transparent regulation, while keeping the
workplace safe.

The global community cannot afford to ignore
Myanmar’s treatment of the Rohingya

N

early three months after violence escalated against the
Rohingya in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, leading to the
exodus of more than half a million to neighbouring

Bangladesh, State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi finally visited the
region. By all accounts, Ms. Suu Kyi had little more than platitudes to
offer and her words showed no recognition that what transpired is a
“textbook example of ethnic cleansing”, as the UN Human Rights chief
put it. This is extremely disappointing. Ms. Suu Kyi endured years of
house arrest and unremitting hostility from the military junta before
emerging victorious in a free and fair election two years ago. But despite
taking over a top post after the election, her civilian government’s
powers have been clipped as the military still holds sway over defence,
home affairs and border issues. Ms. Suu Kyi, a recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, has found it pragmatic not to challenge the official rhetoric
in Myanmar, which suggests the military’s actions were aimed at
tackling “terror” in Rakhine. This could be for two reasons. First, she
does not want to upset the fragile balance of power in the fledgling
democracy after years of rule by the junta. Second, there is a clear lack of
empathy for the Rohingya in a country that has seen the rise of Buddhist
and Bamar majoritarianism that has corresponded with an official
“othering” of the Rohingya, who are Muslims, as non-citizens. Despite
the widespread international condemnation of her government’s
actions, Ms. Suu Kyi has sought to pander to the domestic gallery by
defending the military’s actions in Rakhine. Her conduct during her visit
to the region this week suggests that she has no intention of effecting any
real or meaningful change in her government’s position on the
Rohingya.
The Rohingya, meanwhile, have been left to deal with themselves,
unwanted and stateless in their homeland and forced to migrate, mostly
to Bangladesh, in hazardous conditions. Dhaka has been trying to drum
up support and relief for the constant and unremitting stream of refugees

CBI gets 3 days to `interview' Stung, Gurgaon cops say we
boy, lawyers seek proof
got 12 days, CBI had 2 months
The probe into the murder
of Class 2 student
P r a d h y u m n T h a k u r,
inside the Bhondsi
campus of Ryan
International School, took
an unexpected turn on
Wednesday after the CBI
produced a Class XI
student of the same
school as an accused
before the Gurgaon
juvenile court, which sent
the boy to a correction
home for three days.
Arguing they have to
recover certain items
related to the case, as
well as recreate the crime
scene, CBI had sought
six days from the court.
E v e n t u a l l y, j u d i c i a l
magistrate (first class)
Devender Singh granted
three days, with the rider
CBI can interview the
student only between
10am and 6pm while he
spends the nights at a
correction home in
Faridabad. He will be
produced before court
again on Saturday .
“ We o p p o s e d C B I ' s
request for remand. After
hearing all parties, the
court granted them three
days,“ said advocate
Sandeep Aneja, counsel
for the accused.
Advocate C K Sharma,
another counsel, said
their client is being falsely
implicated by CBI. “So far,

CBI has not produced
anything to show his
involvement in the case,“
said Sharma. The father
of the accused, himself a
lawyer and a member of
Gurgaon district bar
association, said, “My
son is innocent.“
A relative of the accused
student, who was present
in court, claimed the boy

had scored over 80%
marks in the Class X
board exam. “We've not
witnessed any change in
his behaviour since the
day of the murder. He was
leading a normal life,“ he
said, adding he was the
one who had first spotted
Pradhyumn lying in the
bathroom floor and
informed school staff.
“We've been cooperating
with CBI. Two days back,
the accused was called to
the CBI office in Delhi,
where he was confronted
with some school staff
and teachers and made

A senior brought poison
to school, claim two
students
Two students of Ryan
International School,
Bhondsi, on Wednesday
alleged a student of the
school's senior wing had
brought a bottle of poison
to school in an alleged
attempt to defer the halfyearly exam and a parentteacher meeting (PTM).
This was before
Pradhyumn Thakur was
murdered on September
8. The students made the
revelation on the day a
16-yearold student of the
school was apprehended
by the CBI as the prime
suspect in Pradhyumn's
murder.
A Class 9 student said “a
student from the senior
wing“ had brought a bottle
containing poison to the
school. The boy, he said,
tried to trick some
students into drinking
it.“Fortunately , kids grew
suspicious and refused to
drink it.When some

students questioned the
boy , he confessed that he
was carrying poison in the
bottle and wanted the
exams to be postponed.
He thought that the
management would
declare a holiday , if any
untoward incident
happens on the school
premises,“ the student
said.
A Class 11 student
confirmed the poison
bottle was brought to the
school. He also claimed
the incident was brought
to the notice of the class
teacher, but was not
taken seriously . “A
student informed the
class teacher about the
poison. We never heard
from the teacher after
that. We laughed it off and
never thought he would
actually try to kill
somebody to defer an
exam,“ the student said.
The mother of another

There was no respite on
Wednesday from the
dystopic smog that had
descended on the city the
previous day. The air
quality in fact worsened,
with the average air
quality index (AQI)
logging 478, just 22 points
below the point on the AQI
scale when a public

the normal of 60
micrograms per cubic
metre, with Delhi
Technological University
(DTU) recording an
alarming 999. Faridabad
and Noida also had
severe pollution, with AQI
levels there reading 472
and 469, respectively .
Experts said the situation

health emer gency is
indicated. People
complained of shortness
of breath, burning eyes
and runny noses, and
many felt suffocated by
the grey smoggy canopy
over the city.
Visibility plummeted to
100 metres in certain
areas of the capital at
5am. All air quality
monitoring stations had
logged “severe“ pollution
by 5pm, and the AQI
touched the maximum of
500 on the Central
Pollution Control Board's
index at certain
spots.Meanwhile, PM2.5
levels continued way off

is likely to remain the
same for at least another
24 hours.This means
Delhi will suffer another
day of severely poor air
quality on Thursday .
“We are seeing the effects
of the westerlies and
easterlies, one bringing
moisture and the other
bringing pollutants. It is
currently the phase when
particles accumulate, and
there is likely to be further
deterioration,“ explained
Dipankar Saha, head of
CPCB's air laboratory .
“Improvements may be
seen from Saturday
onwards, but till then,
wind speed on the ground

unfortunate that New Delhi has turned its back on the Rohingya
refugees, leading to perceptions that it has failed to rise to its status as a
regional power and take the lead in dealing with the humanitarian crisis.
The Myanmar government has said that it will repatriate returning
Rohingya if they prove they were residents of Rakhine, but it is not clear
how the refugees would be able to do so having been denied citizenship
and having fled their villages under duress with barely anything in hand.
international community, including India, quickly provide succour for
the hundreds of thousands of Rohingya who are living on the edge.
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Class 11 student said she
too had heard about the
incident.“The student
reportedly added poison
to water and offered it to
his classmates. My son
told me. He even told
students poisoned water
would kill someone and
the PTM would be
deferred. Other students
thought it was just a
prank.“
ABhondsi-based tutor,
who coaches some Ryan
students, claimed some
students had brought this
to his notice. “I am a Ryan
school alumnus and
teach senior students.
Some of them told me
poison was brought to
school by a student with
an intention to kill
someone so the PTM and
the exams could be
deferred. Fortunately ,
nobody drank it,“ said the
t u t o r, r e q u e s t i n g
anonymity .

The new turn in the
Pradhyumn Thakur
murder case, in which
CBI on Wednesday
implicated a Class 11
student of Ryan
International School,
has left Gurgaon police
red-faced, after they
had boldly claimed to
have conclusively
solved the case the
same day as the
murder by arresting
school bus conductor
Ashok Kumar.
The CBI charge
challenges Gurgaon
police's hasty arrest of
Ashok Kumar, who also
confessed to the crime
before news reporters,
an act that his lawyer
and family claimed was
the result of torture.
“When we questioned
the conductor, his
statements
k e p t
changing
with every
session,
and never
matched
w i t h
sequence of
events. The
teenage
accused,
too, kept
switching statements,
so we tracked him on
CCTV , call records
and other forensic
evidence, and found he
had planned a murder
to get the exams and
PTM cancelled. He had
told his friends there
was no need to prepare
for exams as it would
get cancelled,“ said a
CBI investigator.
CBI claimed they
conducted a thorough
probe, as part of which,
they questioned 125
people, including
school staff and
students. What helped
them zero in on the
teenage accused was
his cell phone call
records.
Sources claimed the
first mistake Gurgaon
police made in their
botched probe was in
analysing CCTV video
footage. They rested
their entire probe on
the part showing
Kumar entering the
restroom and
Pradhyumn stumb ling
out, ignoring later
visuals showing five
other people were near

the toilet during the
time period. In an
interview published in
TOI on September 21,
police commissioner
Sandeep Khirwar had
claimed they got the
right man and were
ready to file a
chargesheet.The
police theory , that
K u m a r
w a s
masturbating in the
washroom and killed
Pradhyumn when the
latter caught him in the
act, had been met with
scepticism even by
P r a d h y u m n ' s
parents.“No one can
contradict the
investigation done by
Haryana Police. I'm
sure CBI will also come
t o t h e s a m e
conclusion,“ Khirwar
had said.

He was singing a
different tune on
Thursday . “CBI has
taken a different route
of investigation than
ours. Our probe was
never concluded.We
claimed what we found
within 12 days.
Afterwards, they got
two months. We want
justice for the family
and punishment for the
accused,“ said Khirwar.
The Gurgaon police
probe was conducted
by an SIT led by DCP
(south) Ashok Bakshi,
who on September 13
had said, “We've
questioned Ashok
K u m a r
a n d
reconstructed the
crime scene several
times. All talk of him
being a scapegoat or
there being other
suspects are
rumours.He's the sole
accused and we
nabbed him after an
efficient probe.“
Confronting allegations
o f
s h o d d y
investigation, Haryana
Police chief B S
S a n d h u
o n
Wednesday said, “CBI

has arrested one more
person in the case. The
probe is on. It's being
done by CBI, so they'll
decide. Everything is a
m a t t e r
o f
investigation.“
M e a n w h i l e ,
Pradhyumn's family
claimed there could be
a bigger conspiracy
behind the murder.
Sources claimed the
CBI is also probing the
involvement of a
teacher, though there
was no official word on
that.
Conductor's kin to file
case against officers
Gurgaon: The kin of
jailed Ashok Kumar
(42) feel vindicated at
the CBI's clean chit to
the bus conductor, who
has been languishing
in jail for the past two
months on charge
of Pradhyumn
Thakur's murder.
Half the battle
won, they are now
planning to file a
case against the
Gurgaon police
and demand
compensation for
implicating Ashok
and torturing him
to “give a false
c o n f e s s i o n a l
statement“.
Ashok's lawyer Mohit
Verma said his main
aim right now was to
ensure his bail at the
earliest. Ashok was
picked up by Gurgaon
police from Ryan
International School at
Bhondsi, a few hours
after Pradhyumn was
found murdered inside
a toilet on the campus
on September 8.
The unusual haste with
which the cops had
made the arrest and
claimed to have
cracked the murder
mystery had even
p r o m p t e d
Pradhyumn's father
Barun to question the
police investigation
and demand a CBI
probe. After living with
a social stigma and
coping with utter
penury for the two
months at their
Ghamroj village home,
the family finally
heaved a sigh of relief
on Wednesday as the
CBI arrested a Class XI
student in connection
with the murder.

The Haryana Police on
Wednesday filed a
fresh affidavit in the
Punjab and Haryana
high court, claiming
Jalaluddin Khan, father
of 16-year-old Junaid
who was stabled to
death on a train in
June, had asked for Rs
2crore and 3 acres of
land from the accused
to settle the case.

Mohinder Singh, DSP
(railways), Faridabad,
who filed the affidavit
on Wednesday , said
he came to know about
the demand from a
“secret informer.“ The
police move came in
response to the
affidavit of Jalaluddin,
denying participation in
any panchayat for
compromise.

“I was informed by a
secret informer about
participation of
Junaid's father
Jalaluddin in the
panchayat wherein he
raised a demand of Rs
2crore and 3 acres of
land from the accused
party for the settlement
in the murder case,“
said the DSP in his
affidavit.

It just keeps getting worse,
city now staring at emergency Junaid's dad sought Rs 2cr,
land from accused: Cops

making their way to Bangladeshi soil. Against this background, it is

Myanmar’s evasiveness makes it all the more imperative that the

to sign on a blank paper.
On Tuesday , he was
detained and today they
produced him before
court,“ he said, adding
they are shocked with the
way CBI has probed the
case.
Local lawyers, who had
boycotted bus conductor
Ashok Kumar -the prime
accused in the case filed
by Gurgaon police, and
arrested Ryan officials
Francis Thomas and
Jayesh Thomas -were
present in full strength
at the juvenile court
premises, in solidarity
with the father of the
accused student, who
is a member of the bar.
“Law is equal for
everyone, even for
lawyers. We will not
support anyone involved
in unlawful activity , but
we will defend our
members if they are being
framed,“ said Gurgaon
district bar association
president Sudesh Yadav.
“Lawyers are human and
have emotions. After the
Ryan incident, we made
an emotional decision to
boycott the accused.
After the Supreme
Court's order, the bar will
s u p p o r t l e g a l
proceedings,“ added
Yadav .
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will be calm in the
morning and visibility will
likely remain poor.“
Peak concentration of tiny
, respirable PM2.5
pollutants was on an
average between 13
and15 times the national
24-hour safe standard of
60 micrograms per cubic
metres on Wednesday .
At DTU, PM2.5
concentration went off the
chart around 1 pm when it
crossed 999 micrograms
per cubic metre. Anand
Vihar recorded PM2.5
levels at 855 micrograms
per cubic metre at 5 am
on Wednesday , nearly 14
times the safe standard,
while the figures at
Mandir Marg and RK
Puram peaked at 807
micrograms per cubic
metre and 843
micrograms per cubic
metre, respectively.
The average PM2.5 level
was worst at Punjabi
Bagh on Wednesday ,
hovering at 760
micrograms per cubic
metre over 24 hours.
Last year, an AQI of 485
was recorded on
November 5 with the
capital enveloped in a
similar haze and a high
concentration of polluting
particles under similar
weather conditions.
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