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Rishabh Pant performed superbly,
our bowling was not poor

-Sandeep Sharma}}Cricket+
New Delhi

Struggling to stay in the Play-offs
hunt, a below-par Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore will have rise
to the occasion when they take

on the already-eliminated Delhi Dare-
devils in the Indian Premier League
(IPL), here on Friday.
RCB, who have just three wins from

10 games, have to win their remaining
four games to have any chance of mak-
ing the play-offs. Given their ordinary
run so far in the IPL, RCB don't evoke
much hope.
Skipper Virat Kohli had minced no

words after their last game against Sun-
risers Hyderabad, saying they were
simply not good enough and even ques-
tioned the character of his team.
Kohli, the team's leading run-scorer

with 396 runs at 49.50, was under-
standably upset after RCB were unable
to chase down a modest 147. The bats-
men had also let them down against
Chennai Super Kings in the previous
game, managing just 127.
The team has always relied heavily on

Kohli and AB de Villiers but it is high
time the likes of Mandeep Singh, Quin-
ton de Kock and Brendon McCullum de-
liver.
All-rounder Washington Sundar has

been disappointing so far, taking just
four wickets in seven games at an aver-
age of 48 and economy rate of 9.60.
With the bat too, he has done not much
to write home about.
The RCB have done alright with the

ball and they would hoping to maintain

that at the high-scoring Kotla. Pacers
Tim Southee, Umesh Yadav and Mo-
hammad Siraj have impressed in parts.
Kohli looked relaxed ahead of the

must-win game as he went out for din-

ner with teammates in his home city. On
the field tomorrow, he will be wanting
nothing less than 100 percent from his
under-performing unit.
They take on Delhi, a squad that is al-

ready down and out after losing to Sun-
risers yesterday confirming its early
exit from the competition. 
Even a special effort from Rishabh

Pant did not prove to enough for the

hosts.
Delhi's bowling coach James Hopes

and captain Shreyas Iyer insisted that
there is a lot to play for.

There is a possibility that Delhi man-

agement might give an opportunity to
Nepal spinner Sandeep Lamichhane
and South African pacer Junior Dala,
who both are yet to get a game.
"I think we will be discussing the

names of all people in the squad in the
next 24 hours. 
We are out but it is important that we

win the remaining three games," said
Hopes.
Analysing Delhi's another sorry cam-

paign, Hopes added: "We were just not
able to win close games. 
We threw it away against KXIP the

other day. 
There were other games too which we

should have won." "We had to work with
depleted bowling resources (after injury
to Kagiso Rabada and Chris Morris) but
that is part of the game," he added.PTI

Mumbai 
Former India skipper Dilip Vengsakar
on Friday supported Virat Kohli's deci-

sion to prefer County stint over next
month's one-off Test against
Afghanistan to prepare for the chal-

lenging England tour.
The 116-Test veteran was also highly

optimistic of India's chances of taming

England in their own backyard in the
five-Test series with the battery of qual-
ity pace bowlers at the visitors' com-
mand.
Asked about Kohli opting to play

county cricket, Vengsarkar said, "It is a
good decision because, he (Virat) will get
time to get acclimatised to the conditions
(in England). The last tour was not a
good tour for him, so he is very keen to
do well." 
"In the last four years he has estab-

lished himself as the number one bats-
man in the world, so we expect lot of
things from him and England tour will
be the tour for him and I am sure he will
do well," the 1983 World Cup-winning
team member said.
"If I was selector, I would have asked

Pujara to stay back and play county
cricket (for Yorkshire), because these are
the guys who will play in England. For
them playing in India against
Afghanistan makes no sense," said the
stylish former batsman who had struck

three back-to-back centuries at Lord's on
three tours to England.
"Pujara will now come and play

against Afghanistan. But that defies
logic to me because he is playing in Eng-
land, playing county cricket, and has not
been consistent at the moment (so far).
So he will get more chances to play in
England and score runs and get into the
groove (by skipping the one-off Test),"
explained Vengsarkar.
However, Yorkshire have no game

lined up during the Afghanistan Test,
scheduled for June 14-18 in Bengaluru.
On whether India could defeat Eng-

land, Vengsarkar said, "Yes I expect a lot
from the tour of England simply because
we have got fast bowlers and lots options
in fast bowlers which was not the case
before. It's a good thing for Indian
cricket." 
"It's a balanced team and fast bowlers

have done well at the international lev-
el. We should be able to beat England in
England," he said confidently.      PTI

Indore
Deflated after a crushing defeat against
Mumbai Indians in the previous en-
counter, Kolkata Knight Riders will be
aiming to pick up pieces when they face
Kings XI Punjab in an IPL encounter,
here tomorrow.
It is not easy to recover quickly if the

margin of defeat is as huge as 102 runs
but KKR do not have the luxury of
slipping further against a team that
has one of the most formidable batting
line-ups in this edition of the league.
With 10 points from 11 games, to-

morrow's game is a must-win encounter
for Dinesh Karthik and his men if they
want to keep their play-off chances
alive.
For Kings XI Punjab, the game against

Rajasthan Royals turned out to be a
proverbial banana peel as they lost by 15
runs chasing a modest target of 159.
The defeat led to unverified reports of

rift between franchise co-owner Preity
Zinta and Director of Cricket Virender
Sehwag, something that the franchise
denied in an official statement.
With 12 points from 10 games, KXIP

are in a tricky situation. A win will take
them closer to play-offs but a defeat will
mean that Mumbai Indians will be
breathing down their neck.
For KXIP, KL Rahul with 471 runs

(from 10 games) have had a fabulous
season so far while Chirs Gayle (311 from
7 games) has also been in imperious
form in some of the matches. However
the trouble has been lack of contribution
from other batsmen in the team. 
Karun Nair (243 runs in 10 games)

has had a decent run so far but biggest disappointment has been Mayank Agar- wal (118 runs in 9 matches). Agarwal came into the IPL after enjoying his best

domestic season, having plundered
runs across formats.
However it has not translated into sig-

nificant contribution. 
Veteran Yuvraj Singh has been

benched by the team management af-
ter scoring only 64 runs in 7 games and
his replacement Manoj Tiwary has not
yet set the stage on fire.
KKR on the other hand has suffered

due to some bizarre team selection
with clear indication that the manage-
ment didn't get it right while zeroing in
on domestic talent.
Rinku Singh has been given four

chances and the UP batsman has looked
clearly out of place in the big league. 
He is far from a finished product and

will need time to measure up. Nitish
Rana's (240 runs) form has tapered off
as his poor technique against short ball
has been exposed thoroughly. Among
bowlers, KKR has suffered as spinners
Piyush Chawla (11 wickets) and Kuldeep
Yadav (8 wickets) have been very cost-
ly with economy rate close to 9 runs. 
KKR will hope that both Shubman

Gill and Shivam Mavi, who are impor-
tant in their scheme of things get fit for
tomorrow's game.
The other problem has been incon-

sistent form of senior players. Chris
Lynn (298 from 11 games) and Robin
Uthappa (273 from 11 games) have
been decent but not spectacular on
most days. 
Sunil Narine (13 wickets and 202

runs) have been their impact player with
Andre Russell (218 runs) not being
even close to his best after an early game
against KKR.                                         PTI

Kolkata
Left spellbound by Rishabh Pant's
blistering unbeaten century against
Sunrisers Hyderabad, former India
captain Sourav Ganguly said the Del-
hi Daredevils wicketkeeper-batsman
will get to play for the national team in
due time.

Pant demolished arguably the best
bowling attack of the tournament in a
sensational 63-ball 128 not out, the
highest T20 score by an Indian.
"For Rishabh it will happen, he will

get there... I think he is the future," Gan-
guly said at a promotional programme
of Cycle Pure Agarbathies.
The knock came two days after the

20-year-old was ignored from India's
T20 squad for their tour of Ireland and
England.
"For the likes of Pant, Ishan Kishan

(who scored a 21-ball 52), time will
come. They are young there's no hur-
ry. They will get matured as they play
more games with time.                      PTI
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Struggling KKR meet KXIP in must-win game
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RCB fight for survival against down and out Delhi
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three wins from 10
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games to have any
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n Delhi's bowling coach
James Hopes and cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer in-
sisted that there is a lot
to play for
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Dinesh Karthik and his men if they want to keep their play-off chances alive.
n For Kings XI Punjab, the game against Rajasthan Royals turned out to be a
proverbial banana peel as they lost by 15 runs chasing a modest target of 159
n The defeat led to unverified reports of rift between franchise co-owner Pre-
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